October 4, 2013

Now, after being asked about the
GOP leadership putting a clean govern-
ment funding bill on the floor for a
vote, Representative Tom COLE, one of
the leaders, close to Speaker BOEHNER,
former chairman of their campaign
committee, said this. When asked
about putting a clean government
funding bill on the floor for a vote, he
said this: “Why in the world would we
do that?”’ Now, they’ve said they don’t
want to shut down government—that’s
why they’d do it. Why does he ask such
a question, “Why would we do that?”
To open government so it can serve the
people. That’s why you would do it.
How confusing can that be?

He went on to say this, however.
“You know, that doesn’t encourage
anything. That’s basically at this point
a surrender to the Democratic posi-
tion.” Now, remember, ladies and gen-
tlemen, I just told you that we took
their number, their number that they
passed through here. I don’t like that
number.

HAL ROGERS, the Republican chair-
man of the Appropriations Committee,
doesn’t like that number. The sub-
committee chairmen don’t like that
number. But we’re saying, okay, yes,
we’ll take your number, let’s keep gov-
ernment working for our people.

Now, the House majority leader, I
used to be majority leader, or as I refer
to it, the good old days, he said this:
“We’'re trying to get the government
open as quickly as possible.” That’s
12:05 p.m. today, ladies and gentlemen
of this House.

Mr. Speaker, it’s 12:05 p.m., 5 minutes
after noontime, right now, you can get
it open as quickly as possible. If that’s
what the majority leader wants to do,
Mr. CANTOR, bring that bill to the floor
and our side will overwhelmingly help
you pass it and get government open
for the people.

Now, the chairman of the Republican
Policy Committee said this. He echoed
CANTOR in an interview with the Na-
tional Journal Daily, and he said this:
“I don’t think anyone wants to stretch
this out for 2 weeks.” But what we’ll
see today is little tiny slices of bills. It
will take weeks and perhaps months to
open at the rate they’re going. ‘I don’t
think anyone,”” LANKFORD says, ‘wants
to stretch this out for 2 weeks.” Now,
this is the chairman of the Republican
Policy Committee. Here’s what he said:
“I’d like to resolve this this after-
noon.” We’re ready. The American peo-
ple are ready. It’s the responsible thing
to do. Get the government working for
its people.

If Mr. LANKFORD and Mr. CANTOR
want to get this done as soon as pos-
sible, I tell them as a leader on my side
of the aisle, I will help get them the
votes to pass it this afternoon, early
this afternoon, by 1 o’clock this after-
noon. Let’s get this government open.

Mr. LANKFORD goes on to say, I
don’t believe there’s any argument for
stretching this out for 2 weeks.”” This
is their policy committee chair. ‘I
don’t believe there’s any argument for
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stretching it out.” Why are we stretch-
ing it out if there’s no argument to do
50?7

I close with this, Mr. Speaker. I also
read the American people are angry.
Let me tell the American people, Mr.
Speaker, I share their anger. I am
angry too. As Governor McDonnell
said, this makes no sense, this is no
way to run a government. We’ve taken
the Republican number. Mr. CANTOR
says he wants to act quickly. Mr.
LANKFORD says he wants to act quick-
ly. We will support acting quickly.
Let’s do it. Let’s just do it.

Open the people’s government today,
not slice by slice by slice by slice over
the coming weeks and months, but
today for the people, of the people, by
the people. Open the government
today.

FIND A BIPARTISAN AGREEMENT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
North Carolina (Ms. FoxX) for 5 min-
utes.

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Chairman, our House
Republicans remain committed to a bi-
partisan solution to reopen the Federal
Government for the American people.
And we continue to act in good faith to
find an agreement with Senate Demo-
crats to do just that. But to build a bi-
partisan compromise, the Senate needs
to come to the table so we can work
through our policy differences.

My colleague from Maryland gave a
quote from one of our colleagues. But
he neglected to mention that Senator
HARRY REID said, “Why would we pass
bills to keep the NIH operating and
help children with cancer?” We’ve of-
fered such a bill. And guess what? One
hundred seventy-one Democrats voted
against pediatric cancer research. One
hundred seventy-two Democrats voted
against funding the national parks.
One hundred sixty-four Democrats
voted against funding veterans bene-
fits.

Mr. Speaker, that doesn’t sound like
people who want to get the government
back open. HARRY REID said, ‘“Why
would we want to do a piecemeal ap-
proach?”’ Well, we all know, and the
American people know, that the way
we pass appropriations bills here, and
the way we have the government run-
ning, is by passing individual bills. We
have 12 different bills that we normally
pass. The House has passed five and
sent them to the Senate, and the Sen-
ate has acted on none of them. So now
we are doing it the way it’s supposed to
be done, under regular order. We are
bringing the bills to the floor and pass-
ing them. And yet the Senate will not
act on them.

What about the barriers at the me-
morials, Mr. Chairman? Isn’t it a
shame that barriers have been put up
at our outdoor memorials that have
never had barriers put up before? They
are always open 24-7, 365 days a year.
Why deny World War II veterans the
opportunity to get into their own me-
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morial? How petty is that, Mr. Chair-
man?

Make no mistake, House Republicans
want to reopen government and stop
shutdown policies before they cause
any more pain. But if the Senate will
not meet with us to build a bipartisan
solution to end the government shut-
down, we’ll continue to take the lead
to fix problems for the American peo-
ple.

We want a fair government. And on
those two things, an open government
and a fair government, Democrats and
Republicans should agree. But there
are a few hang-ups. Shouldn’t prin-
ciples of fairness apply to ObamaCare?
My colleagues in the House and I say
yes. Big Business and other well-con-
nected groups are getting a 1-year
delay from ObamaCare, courtesy of the
President, to prepare for its drastic
changes, brace for its higher costs, and
study up on its mountains of regula-
tion.

American families and small busi-
nesses who apparently don’t have the
same pull with the White House aren’t
going to get the same treatment. And
further, many are losing the health
care they like and would prefer to
keep, or are having to find insurance
through ObamaCare exchanges without
any help from their employers. That
isn’t right. At the very minimum,
these Americans deserve to have the
same delay big businesses have to pre-
pare for ObamaCare’s drastic changes,
brace for its higher costs, and study up
on its mountain of regulations.

Mr. Chairman, we remain committed
to a bipartisan solution to reopen the
Federal Government. And that’s where
we need to go. But rather than building
off of common ground and fixing those
problems for the American people, the
President and the Senate are reflex-
ively saying no. Preserving problems as
leverage is wrong.

Help us do the right thing for the
American people. Help us end the shut-
down and ensure fairness under
ObamaCare. It’s time for the Senate to
join us at the negotiating table and
achieve fairness for all.

———
GOVERNMENT SHUTDOWN

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
California (Mr. LOWENTHAL) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. LOWENTHAL. Mr. Speaker, I am
greatly saddened by what has taken
place the past few days with the clo-
sure of the government. We are partici-
pating in a downward spiral that has
no end in sight. And we’ve lost the
ability to relate to ordinary Ameri-
cans. It’s important to talk about how
our actions, our inactions here in
Washington affect the very people that
we represent.

I want to talk to you today about
two people who have been impacted
tremendously by the actions of this
House to close down government. Let
me begin with one of my constituents,
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